WCAHA members – don’t forget our WCAHA Fall Futurity and Class A Show to be held on Saturday and Sunday, November 5 and 6 at Garrison Arena in Clemson, SC. 

And Also...... 

WCAHA members the Annual WCAHA membership meeting will be held on Saturday November 6 at 5pm at Garrison Arena in Clemson, SC. 

The agenda for the meeting will include election of officers for 2005 and is listed below. 

The agenda will be brief. 

     Call to order 

     Financial overview (Diane)      Committee reviews (Heather) 

     Calendar for 2005 (handout) 

     Futurity 2005 

     Other comments/suggestions 

     Adjournment 

The meal will be free to all WCAHA members renewing their membership for 2005 (can be renewed at the meeting or online at AHA by noon November 4). $5.00 will be the charge for non-members. 

The menu will be: 

Barbecue Pork with Buns 

BBQ Chicken 

Baked Beans 

Potato Salad 

Potato Chips 

Garden Salad 

Brownies and assorted cookies 

Iced Tea 

Be present at the dinner and pick up your ticket for a door prize to be awarded at the "Meet and greet, Boots off Social" to be held immediately after the last class on Saturday night. 

Hope to see you all there. 

Patti 

      Hello, everyone! My name is Carol Johnson, and as of this month, I’ll be taking over the job of relaying news and information to you about your Western Carolinas Arabian Horse Association. This job has been very capably handled for the past two years by Kathleen Brannan. Kathleen has had to resign because of family health issues, but has promised to serve as my go-to person if I can’t find the answer from anyone else. You can reach me by phone at 864-836-3004 or email: johnsonfrederick@bellsouth.net . I welcome anything and everything “Arabian” that you want to tell your fellow WCAHA members. 

      First order of business: 

      From our President, Robert Obermiller: 

      “Many thanks to the Recreation Riders’ committee, and Vern Schryer and his daughter, Holly, in particular, for the work they did in organizing the recreational ride that took place at our meeting held at Dupont State Forest.” 

      Now, I’m pleased to report that the “new and improved,” “revamped and revitalized” Prize List for the November Clemson show has been mailed and no doubt is already in your hands. The bright-yellow booklet boasts a larger, easier-to-read format and many pages of ads purchased by vendors, area trainers and breeders. More than 350 prizes lists were mailed to WCAHA members, Regional trainers, and previous attendees at Clemson and other area shows. 

      Cassandra Piner took on this challenge in an effort to help the club increase participation at the show. Members will want to bring a horse or two, because there are many new and exciting features that have been added, in addition to the well-received general membership meeting/dinner held each year. 

      Members and prospective members are encouraged to attend this meeting to be held around 5:00 p.m. on Saturday, Nov. 6th, since officers and Board members will be elected to serve during 2005. The dinner will be free to individuals who pay their 2005 AHA memberships at the door, or on-line before Friday, Nov. 5th. (Go to www.arabianhorses.org .) There will be a nominal charge for dinner to non-members attending. 

      The WCAHA Youth Group will be manning the Hospitality Booth, serving coffee and donuts to exhibitors both mornings at the show. Be sure to stop by and thank them for their time and efforts. 

      Cassandra also reports that in addition to the membership meeting mentioned above, there will be a “Meet-and-Greet, Boots-Off Social” to be held after the last class Saturday evening. Spectators, exhibitors and friends—are invited to enjoy snacks, drinks, and live music provided by Greg Torry and John Connelly. Many door prizes will be awarded to those in attendance from area tack stores and equine related businesses. 

      Members also are invited to consider sponsoring a Championship class during the show. Horse coolers will be awarded to the winner of each Championship class, and will be an ongoing reminder of those WCAHA members who sponsored the classes and of the fun they had at the fall Clemson show. Several slots have already been purchased, so be sure to email cpiner@charter.net, or call 864-940-1315. 

      One last thought: Actually, along the lines of “something to think about.” 

      I received a call a few days ago from a friend who has a website that showcases her Arabian horses. She had gotten an email from the mother of an 11-year-old girl who reported that her daughter had been surfing the Web looking for anyone in the Easley, SC area that owned Arabians. 

      Seems this young girl—who already had fallen in love with a young Arabian gelding, bought him and was pretty much training him herself—was rapidly getting disillusioned because every time she showed in CHSA events, she was told “Why don’t you get rid of that little ‘ole Arabian and get a real horse?”  Her mother related that it seemed that the judges just gave her a cursory glance as they turned away toward the quarter horses. She said that her daughter was even thinking of selling the horse she loved because she was so discouraged. 

      Why am I relaying this story? Because it’s a perfect illustration of why WCAHA exists. We’ve banded together to enjoy our Arabian horses in a spirit of camaraderie. We’re comfortable with each other. But we have a role to play. We need to be mentors to others whenever the opportunity presents itself. We can share what we have to offer and provide encouragement and support to those who need it. 

      Chloe Iversen and her mother plan to attend the Membership Meeting and the dinner at the show. They’re thinking they may want to become club members. What do you say we welcome them with open arms? 

[image: image1.wmf]
Chloe Iverson & her horse Chico
